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Dick & Sandy Rahn of Manufacturers Industrial Co. Cummings, GA 
had this to say about Snapidle:

“MIC Atlanta has found the Snap Idle chain tensioner to be an extremely 
effective proven tensioning product.  We have seen this product used 

extensively in industries such as automotive, textile, poultry, food processing, 
farm equipment, water treatment or virtually any industry needing tensioning for 
a drive application.  The fast and easy installation of the Snap idle has made it 
the choice over the years for the engineer designing a new chain drive system 
to the maintenance department which will install the tensioner.  Simply stated 

the Snap idle is the best chain tensioning product on the market today.”
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DURABILITY and VERSITILITY, two words you don’t often see together when describing chain tensioners 
for the Power Transmission Industry however, Snapidle has changed the minds of Distributors around 
the world because it is just that, DURABLE and VERSATILE. 

The Original and Award winning Free Floating Chain Tensioner just got even better and in the process 
more versatile.  Snapidle chain tensioners are now 100% Stainless Steel & UHMW (plastic) making them 
suitable for all applications especially food handling equipment, moisture environments, waste water 
treatment facilities and the lists just keeps growing.   

Below is an excerpt from Allied-Locke Industries, Inc. catalog of products, page 35 

“The Snapidle chain tensioner is easier to install and maintain than the adjustable sprocket 
tensioner.  The Snapidle is generally made out of UHMW-PE and stainless steel hardware with the strap 
having the option of being stainless steel.  It is self-adjusting because of its unique design that allows it to 
slide up and down the drive chain wherever there is slack.  Its reliability and lack of needed maintenance 
make it the tensioner of choice.” 

When asked what he thought of Snapidle Chain Tensioners, George Gephart of Gephart Industrial 
Sales, Denville New Jersey, made the following statement: 

“The first comment I would tell you about Snapidle Chain Tensioners is the first thing that all  
of the Engineering PE’s tell me, it really works and there is no MATH!  The second comment that I  
always say is that Snapidle will increase your chain life by 10 times, I have sold over 5000 SI-180 units 
into the worst possible environment, Waste Water (Sewer) Treatment Plants and I have never had a 
single one fail.” 

There are over 3,400 industrial wholesalers and distributors worldwide currently marketing our 
SNAPIDLE products.  We are rapidly growing our business because Snapidle Tensioners offer the 
following benefits to you and your customers: 

*FREE FLOATING *DAMPENS VIBRATIONS *NO IDLERS NEEDED

*LESS CHAIN OR BELT WEAR *LESS SPROCKET OR PULLEY WEAR *SIMPLE EASY INSTALLATION

* LESS BELT SLIPPAGE *NO LUBRICATION *LESS MAINTENANCE

What all of this means is you can increase efficiency while lowering your operation cost. 

If you decide to join the SNAPIDLE family of wholesalers and distributors we promise to provide you the 
following: 

  Exceptional Customer Service…………Unique, Patented, High Quality, Proven Products 

Support and the Knowledge of an Industry leader 

N O T E S Customer Testimonials
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SNAPIDLE (BT)
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Machined from pure, virgin high temperature material,
these products are new technology solutions to age old industry problems.
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Stainless Steel
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For more information on this or other MIC Snapidle products contact:

Moxee Inovations Corporation / Snapidle Phone: (509) 575-6322
207 B West Charron Road FAX: (509) 575-0890
P.O. Box 38 Email: sales@snapidle.com
Moxee, WA 98936 Internet: www.snapidle.com

IT’S NEW AND IT’S GREAT

SNAPIDLE (BT)
FREE FLOATING BELT TENSIONER

THE FREE FLOATING SNAPIDLE TENSIONS BELTS 
IN VERTICAL, DIAGONAL OR HORIZONTAL

POSITIONS
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The drive system power should be disconnected or an interlock activated to avoid accidental
startup. Never install, adjust or maintain a SnapIdle when the drive is in operation, or
personal injury may occur. Apply the bottom member and the top member of the SnapIdle
to the upper and lower chain strands. Tension the chain by means of the side straps. Do not
over tension the SnapIdle, this would result in increased wear rate. Enough tension need
only be applied to take the slack out of the chain. When in operation, the SnapIdle will move
(hunt) back and forth on the chain periodically. If the proper light tension were applied, the
SnapIdle should tension the chain for the life of the chain or the SnapIdle unit. Please refer
to page 6 first drawing for correct installation. Set the strap length with the drive side chain
tight and all the chain slack on the slack side.
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ANSI STANDARD ROLLER CHAIN
Cross Reference Chart

S-I # ANSI #
#25 (25)
#35 (35)
#40 (25-2, 41, 40, 52)
#50 (35-2, 50)
#60 (40-2, 35-3, 60)
#80 (50-2, 35-4, 80)
#100 (60-2, 40-3, 76, 100)
#120 (80-2, 50-3, 40-4, 120)
#140 (140)
#160 (50-4, 40-5, 160)
#180 (60-3, 180)
#200 (100-2, 60-4, 50-5, 40-6, 200)
#240 (120-2, 140-2, 80-3, 100-3, 60-5, 50-6, 240)

*When ordering #300, #400, #500 and #600 series, please refer to
footnotes provided below.

#300 (160-2, 180-2, 200-2, 240-2, 120-3, 140-3, 160-3, 80-4, 100-4, 120-4, 140-4)
(80-5, 100-5, 60-6, 80-6, 60-8)

#400 (200-3, 240-3, 160-4, 200-4, 120-5, 140-5, 160-5, 100-6, 120-6)
(140-6, 80-8, 100-8, 180-3, 180-4)

#500 (240-4, 160-6, 120-8, 140-8, 180-5)
#600 (180-6, 200-6, 240-5, 160-8)
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The drive system power should be disconnected or an interlock activated to avoid accidental 
startup. Never install, adjust or maintain a SnapIdle when the drive is in operation, or 
personal injury may occur. Apply the bottom member and the top member of the SnapIdle 
to the upper and lower chain strands. Tension the chain by means of the side straps. Do not 
over tension the SnapIdle, this would result in increased wear rate. Enough tension need 
only be applied to take the slack out of the chain. When in operation, the SnapIdle will move 
(hunt) back and forth on the chain periodically. If the proper light tension were applied, the 
SnapIdle should tension the chain for the life of the chain or the SnapIdle unit. Please refer 
to page 6 first drawing for correct installation. Set the strap length with the drive side chain 
tight and all the chain slack on the slack side.



– 8 –  – 17 –

IT’S NEW AND IT’S GREAT

SNAPIDLE (BT)
FREE FLOATING BELT TENSIONER

THE FREE FLOATING SNAPIDLE TENSIONS BELTS 
IN VERTICAL, DIAGONAL OR HORIZONTAL 

POSITIONS



– 6 –  – 19 –



– 5–

Stainless Steel

Stainless Steel

 – 20 –



– Engineering Data –
Standard, High-Temp, Extra-Heavy and Self-Lubricating Snapidles

INCHES

INCHES
Standard SnapIdle Dimensions

Narrow and Space Saver SnapIdle Dimensions

– 4–  – 21 –



– 3 – – 22 –



 – 23 –– 2–



– 1 – – 24 –



P.O. Box • Moxee, WA 98936
(509) 575-6322

Fax # (509) 575-0890

Title Page
Tensioning and Idling Systems..................................................................................................1
SI Selection Constraints ............................................................................................................2
SI Selection Criteria...................................................................................................................3
SI Engineering Data ..................................................................................................................4
SI Strap and Pin Data................................................................................................................5
SG1 Engineering Data...............................................................................................................6
SG2 Engineering Data........................................................................................................... 7-8
Polymer Property Tables ...........................................................................................................9
Chemical Resistance...............................................................................................................10
Cross Reference Chart...................................................................................................... 11-15
Safety, Installation, Maintenance.............................................................................................16
SnapIdle Free Floating Belt Tensioner .............................................................................. 17-18
(PI) Plastic Bearing Insert Speed and Load Data....................................................................19
Plastic Insert Interchange Data ...............................................................................................20
Plastic Insert Dimensional Chart .............................................................................................21
(PP) Plastic Pillow Block Dimensional Data ............................................................................22
Plastic Pillow Block Speed and Load Data..............................................................................23
(PF) Plastic 2 Bolt Flange Dimensional Data ..........................................................................24
(PF) Plastic 4 Bolt Flange Dimensional Data ..........................................................................25
(PF) 2 Bolt and 4 Bolt Flange Speed and Load Data ..............................................................26
(BHT) Plastic High Temperature Bearings ..............................................................................27
Plastic Bearing Design Information .........................................................................................27
Plastic Bearing Equations........................................................................................................28
Plastic Bearing Installation ......................................................................................................29
(CR & CC) UHMW Chain Rail .................................................................................................30
Decimal and Metric Equivalents ............................................................................................  31
Notes .......................................................................................................................................32
Returns and Warranty .............................................................................................................33

CONTENTS

 – 25 –



 – 26 –



SNAPIDLE (BT)

 – 27 –

Machined from pure, virgin high temperature material,
these products are new technology solutions to age old industry problems.
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DURABILITY and VERSITILITY, two words you don’t often see together when describing chain tensioners 
for the Power Transmission Industry however, Snapidle has changed the minds of Distributors around
the world because it is just that, DURABLE and VERSATILE. 

The Original and Award winning Free Floating Chain Tensioner just got even better and in the process 
more versatile.  Snapidle chain tensioners are now 100% Stainless Steel & UHMW (plastic) making them
suitable for all applications especially food handling equipment, moisture environments, waste water 
treatment facilities and the lists just keeps growing.  

Below is an excerpt from Allied-Locke Industries, Inc. catalog of products, page 35

“The Snapidle chain tensioner is easier to install and maintain than the adjustable sprocket 
tensioner.  The Snapidle is generally made out of UHMW-PE and stainless steel hardware with the strap
having the option of being stainless steel. It is self-adjusting because of its unique design that allows it to 
slide up and down the drive chain wherever there is slack. Its reliability and lack of needed maintenance 
make it the tensioner of choice.”

When asked what he thought of Snapidle Chain Tensioners, George Gephart of Gephart Industrial
Sales, Denville New Jersey, made the following statement:

“The first comment I would tell you about Snapidle Chain Tensioners is the first thing that all
of the Engineering PE’s tell me, it really works and there is no MATH!  The second comment that I 
always say is that Snapidle will increase your chain life by 10 times, I have sold over 5000 SI-180 units
into the worst possible environment, Waste Water (Sewer) Treatment Plants and I have never had a 
single one fail.”

There are over 3,400 industrial wholesalers and distributors worldwide currently marketing our 
SNAPIDLE products. We are rapidly growing our business because Snapidle Tensioners offer the
following benefits to you and your customers:

*FREE FLOATING *DAMPENS VIBRATIONS *NO IDLERS NEEDED 

*LESS CHAIN OR BELT WEAR *LESS SPROCKET OR PULLEY WEAR *SIMPLE EASY INSTALLATION

* LESS BELT SLIPPAGE *NO LUBRICATION *LESS MAINTENANCE

What all of this means is you can increase efficiency while lowering your operation cost. 

If you decide to join the SNAPIDLE family of wholesalers and distributors we promise to provide you the
following:

Exceptional Customer Service…………Unique, Patented, High Quality, Proven Products

Support and the Knowledge of an Industry leader

N O T E S Customer Testimonials
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Dick & Sandy Rahn of Manufacturers Industrial Co. Cummings, GA
had this to say about Snapidle:

“MIC Atlanta has found the Snap Idle chain tensioner to be an extremely 
effective proven tensioning product.  We have seen this product used 

extensively in industries such as automotive, textile, poultry, food processing, 
farm equipment, water treatment or virtually any industry needing tensioning for 
a drive application.  The fast and easy installation of the Snap idle has made it 
the choice over the years for the engineer designing a new chain drive system 
to the maintenance department which will install the tensioner.  Simply stated 

the Snap idle is the best chain tensioning product on the market today.”
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